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South African Viola 
Compositions 

 
(Database compiled by Elmarie van der Vyver as on 1 July 2010) 

• Viola solo 
• Viola and piano 
• Viola concertos 
• Viola as part of other ensemble combinations 

 
Letter Composer Composition Date Instrumentation Publisher 

Sonata for 
viola and Piano 1930 Viola and Piano  

A ASHWORTH, 
A.H Lyric movement 

for Viola 1935 Viola and Piano  

Concerto for Viola and Orchestra 
“Rosa Mystica” 1916 Viola and Orchestra  

Arab love song 1904 Viola and Piano  
Cantilena  Viola and Piano  
Arabesque 1904 Violin /Viola and paino  

BELL, 
William Henry 
(1873- 1946) 

Sonata in d Minor 1926 Clarinet/Viola and Piano  
Film music “ The Furiosus ” 1998 String Quartet BLAKE,  

Michael 
(1951 - ) Erotikon 2002 Flute, bass clarinet, viola, piano 

 

BARTON,  
Horace 

(1872 – 1951) 

Sonata 
for 2 Violas and Piano 1945 2 Violas, Piano SAMRO 

B 

BECKER,  
Cecile Polka for David 1998 Viola, Piano SAMRO 

E 1984 Viola SAMRO 
IHS 2 

for Viola 1985 Viola SAMRO C 
CLOETE, 

Johan  
(1957 - ) 

String Quartet 1996   
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Letter Composer Composition Date Instumentation Publisher 

Sonata for solo Viola 1920 Viola SAMRO 
Sonatafor Solo Viola 1930 Viola SAMRO 

CHISHOLM, 
Eric 

(1904 - 1965 ) Sonata for Viola  Viola , Piano SAMRO C  
COULTER, 

 John 
Trio 1976 Recorder, Clarinet, Viola SAMRO 

Tableaux 
for Viola   SAMRO DE KLERK, 

 Dirk 
( 1959 -  ) Waltz for Viola solofrom 

Milarepa section VI 1988 Viola SAMRO 

Sonata 
for Viola Solo op. 43 1977 Viola SAMRO DU PLESSIS,  

Hubert 
(1922 - ) String Quartet 1953 Vln1, Vln2, Viola, Cello  

DE VILLIERS, 
 Helena 
(1974 - ) 

String Quartet 1996 Vln1, Vln2, Viola, Cello  

Sonatina  Clarinet, Viola, Bassoon SAMRO 
Sonatina op.22  Oboe, Viola, Bassoon SAMRO 

Trio op.19  Violin, Viola, Cello SAMRO 

D 

DE BLIQUY, 
Marc 

Sonatina op.34  Clarinet (B-flat), Viola, Bassoon SAMRO 
FOKKENS, 

Robert 
 

Much ado 1999 Viola (2) SAMRO 

The Salpinx (Concerto Grosso 
No.3) 1981 Violin, violin, viola, cello 

Casa Ricordi, 
Division of BMG 

Music publishing, Canada 

Eight Duets 1974  2 celli, or 2 violas, or violin and viola 
Casa Ricordi, 

Division of BMG 
Music publishing, Canada 

Little Suite for strings  1988 String orchestra, of string quintet 
Casa Ricordi, 

Division of BMG 
Music publishing, Canada 

Intimacies 1977 Flute, viola, harp, or  
Flute, viola, guitar 

Casa Ricordi, 
Division of BMG 

Music publishing, Canada 

Steps..... 1978 Viola, piano 
Casa Ricordi, 

Division of BMG 
Music publishing, Canada 

F FORSYTH, 
Malcolm 
( 1936 -  ) 

The Dong with a luminous nose 1979 Low voice, viola, piano 
Casa Ricordi, 

Division of BMG 
Music publishing, Canada 
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Letter Composer Composition Date Instumentation Publisher 

 String Quartet 1946 Violin, Violin, Viola, Cello SAMRO 
String Trio 1947 Violin, Viola, Cello SAMRO 

Duo Cello and Viola 1950 Viola, Cello SAMRO 
Serenade 1952 Flute, oboe, viola, clarinet, harp SAMRO 

String Quartet 1955  SAMRO 
2 mvts String Quartet 1958  SAMRO 
Alice in Wonderland 1959 Viola, Wind instruments, Strings SAMRO 

Quintet 1986  SAMRO 
City Serenade 1985  SAMRO 
String Quartet 

“Song of the African Spirits” 1993  SAMRO 

Tuin 1974 Viola, Flute, Girls Choir SAMRO 
Sonata for Viola and Piano 1994 Viola, Piano SAMRO 

Musa St: Das Tanzlegendchen 2006 Narrator, Flute, viola, Cello, Piano SAMRO 

GROVE, 
 Stefans 
(1922 - ) 

Concertino for viola, flute and 
orchestra 2008 Viola, flute, orchestra SAMRO 

Introducione e Ariafor viola solo  Viola  GERSTMAN, 
Blanche 

( 1910 – 1973) 
Aria Amorza (arrangement) 

Composer: Galuppi  Viola, Strings SAMRO 

G 

GLASSER, 
Stanley 

( 1926  -  ) 
Four Inventions, op. 1 1954 Violin and viola  

Suite 2003 Viola solo  
Quintet 2004 Piano, 2 violas, 2 cellos  

HARLEY,  
Jan-hendrik 

(1980 - ) Duet “four prayers” 2006 Viola, violin  
1.Viola Concerto 

“Three pictures of an African 
Life” 

1989 Viola, Piano (Short Score) SAMRO 

2. Trio for Viola, Violoncello and 
Piano 1988 Viola, Cello, Piano SAMRO 

3. Concertofor Viola solo, 2 
Pianos and Percussion  

(revised and transcription of 
Concerto for viola 1989) 

1990 Viola, Xylophone, Vibraphone 
Two Pianos, Cello SAMRO 

4. On meeting miss Fairfax 
for the first time  Viola, Piano SAMRO 

5. On Miro: This is the colour 
of my dreams 1986 Narrator, viola SAMRO 

5. Viola Concerto 1988 Viola, 3+3+3, +3-4,2,3,1 
Timp, Perc(9), Piano, Harp, Strings SAMRO 

H HOENIGSBERG, 
 David 

(1959 - 2005 ) 

Five String Quartets (complete)    



 4 

Letter Composer Composition Date Instumentation Publisher 
Partita for Viola 2001 Viola SAMRO 

Tango (version of 
section of “Alice” ) 2003 Violin, viola, Cello, Piano  

HOFMEYR, 
Hendrik 
(1957 -  ) 

 The Death of Cleopatra 2005 Soprano, viola, Clarinet, 
Piano SAMRO 

Chamber music: Trio 1 1953   
Trio 2 1954   

Kwintet    
Speelmusiek    

HOLM, 
Albrecht 
(1937 - ) 

Duofor Violin And Viola 1966   
Unknown Warrior for Viola and Piano  Viola and Piano  

Romance for viola and Piano  Viola and Piano  
The Ways of love  Alto, 2 violas, 2 cellos  

H 

HELY – 
HUTCHINSON, 

Victor 
(1901 – 1947) The fairy flute  Mezzo-soprano, flute, 2 

violins, viola solo  

Viola Concerto (1 Movement) 1947  SAMRO 
Sonatafor Viola and Piano op. 6 1951  SAMRO 

String Quartet  Op. 1, no. 1 1956 
String Quartet Op. 91, no. 2 1977 

String Quartet Op. 112, no. 3 1986 
 SAMRO 

String Trio Op. 30 1960  SAMRO 

J 
Joubert, 

John 
(1927 - ) 

6 Miniatures for Violin and Viola 1997  SAMRO 
En verdwyn met die sypaadjie 1988 Viola SAMRO KOSVINER,  

David 
(1957 -  ) Hamba Kahle 1988 Viola, Trombone, Cello  

Sonata for Viola solo  Viola  
String Quartet no.1 1978 Violin, violin, viola, cello  
String Quartet no.2 1988 Violin, violin, viola, cello  
String Quartet no. 3 1997 Violin, violin, viola, cello  

K KLATZOW, 
Peter 

(1945 -  ) 
 

The World of Paul Klee (iii) 2002 
Flute, viola, harp 

Mezzo soprano, flute, viola, 
harp 

 

LOOTS, 
 Joyce Autumn  Song 1952 Viola, Piano SAMRO 

Entracte for Viola and Piano 1961 Viola, Piano SAMRO L LANGLEY, 
Bernard 

( 1929 - 1979) Rhapsody for Viola and Piano 1961 Viola, Piano SAMRO 

M MCLEA,  
Peter 

 

VIOLA MADNESS: 
Lighthearted rompfor six violas  Six violas SAMRO 
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Letter Composer Composition Date Instumentation Publisher 
String quartet:  

Apologia at Umzimvubu  Violin, violin, viola, cello  
N 

NDODANA-
BREEN,  
Bongani 
(1975 - )  

String Quartet: 
Miniatures on Motherhood  Violin, violin, viola, cello  

String Quartet    
Sonata for Viola and Piano 1945 Viola, Piano SAMRO 

RAINIER,  
Priaulx 

( 1903 - 1986 ) Suite for Cello or Viola 1963 Viola SAMRO 
Concerto for Viola 1972 Viola, orchestra  

Nocturne 1986 Viola, Piano  
Duet 1987 Viola, Cello  

R RICH, 
James 

(1958 - ) Homage to William Shakespeare 
(“Merry Mask”) 2008 

2 Violas, Cello, Flute, oboe,  
bassoon, percussion, 

harpsichord 
 

Consolation 
(for E-flat saxophone, or viola)  Viola and Piano J. Williams, London 

Liebeslied variations  Two violins and viola  
Little Hornpipe for a young Player  Viola, Piano SAMRO 

Stroll in the Country 1979 Viola, Piano SAMRO 
Caprice 1928 Viola, Piano Joseph Williams 

Grave Discourse for Viola and Piano 1972 Viola, Piano SAMRO 
African Lullaby  Viola, Piano SAMRO 

SWANSON,  
Walter 

(1903-1985 ) 

Lady Ann minuet  Viola, Piano SAMRO 
Introduction and Allegro 

for Violin/Viola and Piano 1992 Violin/Piano; Viola/Piano SAMRO 

African Prelude and Dance 
For solo Viola 1996 Viola SAMRO 

Concerto for 2 violas and orchestra  Two violas and orchestra  
Trio 1978 Flute, viola, harp SAMRO 

STEPHENSON,  
Allan 

 (1950 - ) 
 
 

Little suite for flute, violin  
and viola in three movements 2000 Flute, violin, viola SAMRO 

Elegy for solo Viola 1992 (?) Viola Elkmar Publishers 

S 

SOLOMON,  
Alan 

(1958 -  ) Old Storyteller 1993 Viola/Piano; Cello/Piano Elkmar Publishers 



 6 

 
Letter Composer Composition Date Instumentation Publisher 

T 
Taljaard,  
Hannes 

(1976 -  ) 
Passacaille e Rigaudon  Viola solo  

Duo Concertante 1972 Viola, piano SAMRO VAN WYK,  
Arnold 

(1916 -1983 ) Five Elegies for String Quartet 1940 - 
1941 ( Third Elegiefor solo viola ) Boosey and Hawkes 

VAN WYK,  
Carl 

Two piecs for Guitar,  
Viola and Piano 1978 Guitar, viola, Piano SAMRO 

Sonata for Violin And Viola  Violin, Viola SAMRO 
VAN OOSTVEEN, 

Klaas DIDO: Quintetto 1952 Flute, Violin, violin, viola, 
cello DONEMUS 

VAN RENSBURG, 
Ettienne Somebody waiting 1999 Viola, Electric music SAMRO 

VAN DER MERWE, 
Jaco 

Reperepepetititiontittionnoion: 
Quintet 1991 Flute, Clarinet, violin, viola, 

Cello SAMRO 

1. Six poetic dances 1995 Flute, Violin, Viola SAMRO 
2. Brandenburg 7.2 2000   

3. Duofor Clarinet or viola and cello 
“Leaving Africa” (ways of parting) 2002   

4. Threes 1996 Violin or Viola and Piano  

V 

VAN DIJK 
Peter louis 
( 1953 -  ) 

5. Sarabande for solo Viola and strings 1993 Solo Viola, String orchestra  
Con’Scertino 1992 /1994 Viola and piano  VAN DER WATT, 

Neil 
(1962 -   ) Punini’s kwela  Saxophone/ Clarinet/Viola 

and Piano  

Piano Trio:2 2009 Viola, viola, piano  
Viola:Piano 2009 Viola and Piano  

 VOLANS,  
Kevin, 

( 1949 - ) Wanting to tell stories  Piano, Clarinet, viola, 
Double bass  

Quatrain for Viola, op. 68B  Viola, Piano OW Publ 
W 

WEGELIN,  
Arthur 

(1908 -  ) Sonata for Viola and Piano op. 67  Viola, Piano OW Publ 

XYZ 
ZAIDEL-RUDOPH, 

Jeanne 
(1948 -  ) 

Suite Afrique 1995 Viola, Piano SAMRO 

 


